
•   Has been helping cancer patients in Isabella 
County since 1982.

•   Is run completely by volunteers and almost 
every penny goes directly to meet patient’s 
needs.

•   Pays transportation costs in addition to medical 
expenses.

•   Pays for mammograms during Nation Breast 
Cancer Month for those without adequate 
health insurance.

•   Maintains at the public library a rack of current 
National Cancer Institute booklets on many 
kinds of cancer.

•   Supports the Nancy Carey Support Group for 
women in Mt. Pleasant.

•   Your tax-deductible donations, gifts, memorials 
stay here in Isabella County for research, 
patient support and education.

CCS Makes a Difference
 in Isabella County

Message of Hope
By Shary Gaunt, Cancer Survivor

 In January of 2002, I was diagnosed with small cell lung cancer.  I was told 
at that time that my chances of survival beyond five years were about 20%.  
I immediately went down to the U of M hospital in Ann Arbor for a second 
opinion.  There I was told that not only was the diagnosis correct, but that 
the cancer had metastasized to my liver.  I was also told that very few people 
survived this.  I felt as though I was being sent home to die.

 Back in Mt. Pleasant, as they prepared to do a liver biopsy, it was 
discovered that what was on my liver appeared to be a benign group of blood 
vessels, not cancer.  Whew! Back to 20%. Yippee!

 Then someone said to me, “Shary, someone has to be in that 20%, why 
can’t it be you?”Throughout the seven months of chemo therapy, radiation 
therapy and beyond, I clung to what that person had said.  I started acting like 
a survivor instead of someone who was at death’s door. Now, ten years later, I 
have been told that the chances of the cancer recurring are virtually nil.  

 So, as I now find myself in that 20%, my message is this: If you are 
currently in treatment or if you have a loved one in treatment, NEVER, 
NEVER GIVE UP HOPE!” CCS Board of Directors Meetings

 CCS Board of Director meetings are the second 
Thursday of each month at the Central Michigan 
Mental Health Building, 301 South Crapo, Mt. 
Pleasant at 6:30 pm. New members are always 
welcome. If you are looking for a tangible way to 
give back to your community, consider CCS. For 
more information call Vanda at 772-2524.
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Harold Cook Nominated for 
Eagle Award

Mammogram Program
 For the last seven years, CCS has teamed 
up with MidMichigan Radiology to offer 
mammograms to individuals without adequate 
health insurance during October, “Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month”. This year we were able to 
help 10 clients. The question was raised, what 
happens if the mammogram is questionable? What 
happens if a lump is found? What happens if 
there is possible breast cancer and the individual 
has no insurance?  All good questions.  Dr. 
Sandra Howell, Breast Specialist, follows up the 
mammogram with a doctor’s visit.  If there is 
a case of breast cancer, CCS is able to help the 
client get further help from other agencies.Thank 
you to Dr. Petrella of MidMichigan Radiology 
and Dr. Sandra Howell for helping CCS offer 
this preventative screening tool to our friends in 
Isabella County.

Harold Cook, president of CCS is to receive one of the 
Chamber of Commerce’s coveted Eagle Awards for 2012. 
Harold has been instrumental in promoting CCS to many 
organizations in the area.  He is an ambassador within our 
community, an active Lions Club member, a dedicated 
member to his church.  Amy Bourns, CCS Board member 

remarked that Harold is “the man that makes it happen for CCS.”
 Thank YOU Harold for your years of leadership and allegiance, and all the 
countless hours you have dedicated to our organization.  
 The Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards banquet is scheduled for 
March 3rd at 5:30 pm at the Comfort Inn. 

Check out our web page:
 CCS Board member Rachel McClintic has been working on creating 
a web site for Community Cancer Services. Check it out.  www.
isabellacommunitycancer.org. Here you will find dates of upcoming meetings, 
links to other sites, and happening’s within our community.  Also log onto 
www.ccsintothelight.org to see pictures from the 2011 Into the Light Walk.

CCS is not affiliated with American Cancer Services



Nancy Carey Support Group for Women
 This amazing group of compassionate women meets the last Wednesday of each 
month to provide friendship, information and comfort to those who have had a cancer 
diagnosis recently or in the past.  
 Women at any stage of diagnosis or treatment are welcome to attend.  The meetings 
are informal, upbeat and informational and begin at 7:00 pm at Canterbury East 
Apartments office/community room in Mt. Pleasant.
 Call Shirley Wiltse at 773-7565 or Gisela Moffitt at 772-1602 for more information.

Current CCS Board Members

President
Harold Cook ................... 773-9781

Vice President
Don Bertsh ..................... 772-1424

Treasurer
Mary Ann McPherson .........772-4673

Service Coordinator
Vanda Barker .................. 772-2524

Secretary
Deonna Doty ........................ 828-6903

Publicity
Zora Walsh ..................... 773-0346

Memorials
Donna Parr ..................... 772-3925

Historian
Jane Clark ....................... 773-3596

Board Members
Amy Bourns ................... 506-3443
Shary Gaunt ................... 773-3875
Minde Lux ...................... 773-3428
Mary Kay Price .............. 773-5076
Ruth Anne Sowle ........... 773-7648
Clarence Tuma ............... 773-5639
Paulette Schieber ............ 588-2089
Rachel McClintic ........... 779-1900

Nancy Carey Support Group
Pam Pfau ........................ 828-5476
Shirley Wiltse ................. 773-7565

Community Liaison Director
Bill Sowle....................... 773-3673

Educational Coordinator
Karen Williamson .......... 773-5478

Mastectomy Counselors
Betty Stiff ....................... 644-2334
Ruth Anne Sowle ........... 773-7648

Financial Advisor 
Bill Cain ......................... 772-3929

Newsletter Co-Editors
Zora Walsh ..................... 773-0346
Ruth Anne Sowle ........... 773-7648
Professional Advisors
Sandra Howell, M.D.
Somdev Roy, M.D.
Ramesh Vedula, M.D.

Colorectal Cancer Screening

 If you’re 50 or older, completing a colorectal cancer screening test could save your 
life. Get Screened. It is recommended that a Fecal Occult Blood Test (test for blood 
in the stool) be repeated yearly for the screening of colorectal cancer. If you are at 
an increased risk for colorectal cancer, screenings should begin at an earlier age and 
completed more often. Your physician may recommend other screening methods 
including colonoscopy.  
 This spring, CMCH and Great Lakes Cancer Institute will offer FREE COLORECTAL 
SCREENING KITS to Central Michigan residents. For more information log onto www.
glci.com. Reprinted from “Wellness Central Fitness, January 2012”

Bowl Over Cancer Tournament
February 26, 2012 – Chippewa Lanes

 Come enjoy a fun day bowling with your friends and helping cancer patients in 
Isabella County at the same time! Registration begins at noon on Sunday for this annual 
two person team, no tap tournament. It includes door prizes, pizza and games. For more 
information call 773-9531.  

Veterans Day Concert

 CCS sponsored another successful Veterans Day Concert with the Central Michigan 
Community Band on November 6th. This was an afternoon of the big band sound with 
a special a salute to all of our local veterans in the Navy, Army, Marines, Air Force and 
Coast Guard.  Thank you band members for an enjoyable afternoon. 

Contributions for 2011

 Fiscal year 2011 proved to be a very busy, yet very rewarding year for CCS. 
Throughout the year we were able to make a difference in the lives of cancer patients in 
Isabella County. With the help and contributions from all of you we accomplished a lot:  
CCS was able fill the gas tanks of many of your friends and neighbors and helped to pay 
for approximately 135,090 miles to and from treatment and doctor visits. That equates to 
$52,836.00! We were able to offer ICTC vouchers for those without transportation. We 
contributed to cancer research at CMU and were able to help clients with special need 
grants. These are just a few of our accomplishments. Also CCS Board Members talked 
at many community meetings.  
 This was all made possible by contributions and fundraisers from people in our 
community.  We do not receive any government grants (but wouldn’t turn them down!). 
All of our funding is local. We have no overhead so almost 100% of your contributions 
go directly for cancer client support.  Thank all of you for making a difference here in 
our community.

Mileage Program for Cancer Treatment Travel

 Did you know that CCS will help pay your mileage to and from cancer treatment?  
With gas at over $3.00 per gallon, this will help fill up the tank.



Thank you from our clients: 

 Throughout the year CCS receives many thank you 
notes from clients that we have been able to help.  Many 
of these clients are thanking CCS for the gas cards that 
were presented to active clients at Christmas time. Here 
are a few of the notes…..
What a beautiful surprise to receive the gas card. 
Please let everyone know how much I appreciate it.

Thank you so much for the gift of the gas card. It was 
used right away for my appointment at UofM. What 
perfect timing.

Thank you for the Christmas and gas card. I really do 
appreciate everything CCS does all year long and the 
years before too.  Thank you. God bless you!

Just a note to say thank you for all of your help. We 
are no longer going to Ann Arbor. (Spouse) can’t take 
the drive anymore. We have called Hospice in to help 
with pain management. Thank you.

Your organization is a God send. I tell everyone 
including other patients at the cancer center. The gas 
card was such a blessing right at the time it arrived.

Into the Light 2011 Cancer Walk Successful
The Into the Light Cancer Walk on 
September 23rd was again very successful. 
It is always a heart touching experience to 
talk with some of the survivors.  This year 
a beautiful lady was celebrating being a 
survivor of five different kinds of cancer. 
There was also a young mother celebrating 
the survivorship of her six year old son. 
She showed up with a whole team wearing 
special t-shirts (her family, her neighbors 

and school friends). There was also the 40 year breast cancer survivor. 
There was a common theme of all their stories: a vision of being well, 
of having hope. Definitely heart warming stories.  The names of many 
dear friends and neighbors were on the over 1500 luminaries lining the 
pathway around Island Park. 
 This celebration and memorial to those that have passed couldn’t have 
been accomplished without the help of many people. CCS would like 
to thank the Into the Light Committee and all the individuals, teams, 
walkers, organizations, sponsors and businesses for their help. Because 
of the continued support from our community, almost $30,000 was raised 
for local cancer patient support, research and education.  
 Special thanks to Shary Gaunt, 10 year cancer survivor for sharing her 
story and offering “HOPE” for all survivors during the cancer survivor 
ceremony.  Thanks also to Dr. Ramesh Vedula, Rev Wayne Nicholson, 
Dave Verwey, Shubba Vedula, Dick Fish and Suzanne Courser for the 
heart warming and inspirational cancer survivor ceremony.
We are already planning the 14th annual walk – won’t you help too?

Annual Election of Officers
The following individuals were elected to two year 
terms on the Board of Directors beginning January 1, 
2012 and ending December 31, 2013.
President, Harold Cook; Secretary Deonna Doty; 
Service Coordinator, Vanda Barker; Mastectomy Supply 
Coordinator, Betty Stiff; and Publicity Coordinator, Zora 
Walsh.    

On a Personal Note
By Zora Walsh
 I never realized how expensive fighting cancer is until 
one of my sons recently joined the fight to be a survivor.  
He has great health insurance but the medical bills still 
keep piling up – the co-pay on insurances, the drugs and 
appliances that insurance does not pay for. And then 
there is the $60.00 needed each and every time for the 
round trip to the doctors, hospital and chemo treatments. 
…. the list could go on and on.  He has checked and his 
community does not have a CCS to help with medical 
mileage nor a Pardee Cancer fund to help with medical 
expenses.  We are truly blessed that we have dedicated 
volunteers to help here in our county, that we have 
a Pardee Cancer Fund and especially a Community 
Cancer Services. 

CCS would like to thank all the “Into the Light 
2011” sponsors:  
Diamond Sponsors -  donation of $1000 or more:
Isabella Bank, Morey Foundation , Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan
Super Sponsors: Donated $500+
104.7 Radio, Central Michigan Community Hospital, 
MidMichigan Health, University Events, Mt. Pleasant Summer 
Festival, Chippewa Hills Education Association, E&S Graphics, 
“Miles for Miracles” – Mt. Pleasant Schools 
Sponsors – Donated $150 to $499.00
Ace of Diamonds; Allen P. Montoye, DDS; Bandit Industries; Morbark 
Inc.; Krapohl Ford Lincoln Mercury; Bennigan’s; Bill’s Custom Fab, 
Inc.; Bird Bar & Grill; Blystone & Bailey CPAs P.C.; Broomfield 7/11; 
Buffalo Wild Wings; Charles R Lux Family Funeral Home; Clark 
Family Funeral Chapel; Cold Stone Creamery; Daniel O’Neil; DJ’s 
Automotive; Downtown Drugs; Elliott Greenhouse; Freddie’s Tavern; 
Gray Sowle & Iacco, PC; Gray’s Household Furniture; Howell Breast 
Surgical Services; Hubscher & Sons; Isabella Community Credit Union; 
Jenny’s Diner; Kiwanis Club of Mt. Pleasant; Konwinski Construction; 
Lil’ Chef; Mears Group; Meijer; Michael Kruscke, DDS; Mid-Michigan 
Radiology Associates; MJ Murphy Beauty School; Mt. Pleasant Agency; 
Mountain Town; Nimkee Clinic; Norm’s Flower Petal; Old Mission 
Wine Cellar; Papa John’s Pizza; Pleasant Hills Golf Club; Pleasant 
Graphics; Ponderosa; Rowley Funeral Home; The Lunchin’ Ladies; 
WCZY 95.3; University Recreation; VFW Post 3033; VFW Post 3033 
Ladies Auxiliary.  A big thank you also to all the other organizations 
and businesses that helped to make the 2011 Into the Light Walk a great 
success. 

Important Phone Numbers
Pardee Fund of Isabella County     772-6896
Community Cancer Services     772-2524
NCI (up-to-date information)     1 800-4CANCER
Y-ME: (24 hour breast cancer hotline) 1 800-221-2141



Memorials / Luminary Request Form
In the past year, many contributions to honor the memory of friends or family members who have died of cancer have been received by Community 
Cancer Services.  These donations and memorials are a positive, meaningful way to remember loved ones and to provide continuing support for 
those still struggling with this relentless disease. CCS memorial envelopes are at all local funeral homes.  Memorial contributions in honor of living 
or deceased cancer patients may also be sent to CCS at the address below.  Even if you or your loved ones have been fortunate enough not to have 
been personally touched by cancer, a tax deductible donation of any amount is desperately needed to help those who are fighting cancer.

Please accept this contribution in the amount of    $
In Memory of:                                                          or in Honor of:                                                                            
Your name:                                                                Phone                                                              
Address
City, State, Zip  

Send to: Community Cancer Services of Isabella  County, PO Box 36, Mt. Pleassant, MI 48804-0036  

*Please make a luminary in honor of
for the “Into the Light” cancer awareness walk this fall.

Newsletter Printed Compliments of Julia’s family at:
E & S Graphics, Inc. - 1 800 353 9415

In Memory of Julia Sias
5/7/93 - 8/19/98 
Dx: Brainstem Glioma 12/1/97
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