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Helping Others Soar
 Damon Brown was the inspirational speaker for the Into the Light 
Cancer Awareness Celebration. He talked of his wife, Keisha Y Brown’s 
journey with breast cancer and her strong desire to never give up.  As the 
basketball coach for the Sacred Heart High School boys’ team, Keisha 
never let chemo therapy get in the way of a basketball game.  She went on 
to become the women’s basketball coach at Alma College with another 
winning team. She was the keynote speaker for the CCS “Into the Light 
Cancer Awareness Walk” in 2010. Damon talked about special moments 
with his wife while fighting cancer, and her strong fighting spirit. She was 
a true inspiration and role model for all of us. 
 Here is an article from Damon Brown about “Helping Others Soar” . – 
The Keisha Y. Brown  “Angel Wings Fund” was founded in 2007 by 
Keisha Brown, shortly after she was diagnosed with breast cancer.  At the 
time of her diagnosis, Keisha’s thoughts stayed with her then 1-year old 
daughter: Angel. While her own family and friends could help provide the 
extra support needed in this time, she knew not everyone had that support 
network.  This led her to create the Angel Wings Fund as a way to provide 
support to other children in Angel’s situation. Knowing the realities of the 
financial strain that cancer can have on a family, she decided to create a 
scholarship fund. Keisha did not want to see student’s put college on hold 
due to lack of funding. 
 Keisha believed in the power of compassion and this showed in every 
aspect of her life.  Whether it was out on the court as a basketball coach 
or in the classroom as a guidance counselor, Keisha opened her arms 
to support others in their dreams. This is the foundation and values that 
the Keisha Y. Brown Angel Wings Fund continues to live out today. 
The organization’s mission is to “help other’s soar” and they do this by 
providing financial resources to families impacted by cancer as well as 
community outreach. 
 Today, the Keisha Y. Brown Angel Wings Fund continues to carry 
out Keisha’s legacy of compassion by offering scholarships to students 
attending Alma College, Central Michigan University and Sacred Heart 
Academy.  They also offer several scholarships through the Mt. Pleasant 
Community Foundation.  They have recently expanded to include the 
Denise Terwilliger and Family Fund which provides additional support 
in the form of meals and presents to families around the holiday season.  
While only in its second year, the “Holiday Hugs” program has already 
proved to be a much needed and appreciated resource in the area.  
 For more information on how you can be involved with Angel Wings, 
you can contact Damon Brown the Executive Director at angelwingsfund.
org or visit them online at www.angelwingsfund.org. 

CCS Makes a Difference in 
Isabella County
• Has been helping cancer patients in 

Isabella County since 1982.
• Run completely by volunteers and almost 

every penny goes directly to meet patient 
needs.

• Pays transportation costs in addition to 
some medical expenses.

• Helps with payment of mammograms 
during National Breast Cancer Month for 
those without adequate health insurance.

• Supports the Nancy Carey Support 
Group for women in Isabella County.

• Your tax deductible donations, gifts, 
memorials stay in Isabella County for 
research, patient support and education.

• Provided almost $70,000 in 2018 for 
financial support to local cancer patents.

• Need a speaker for a meeting?  Call 
Suzanne @ 644-2504

• Has an agreement with I-Ride for free 
transportation to treatment centers in 
the county. Call I-Ride at 772-9441 to 
schedule a ride.

Check out our website: 
www.isabellacommunitycancer.org

DOUBLE BILLING
Bill Odykirk and Bill Sowle

These two Bills are the backbone of CCS!



Current CCS Board Members
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Nancy Carey Support Group
Giesela Moffitt ...................772-1602
Sue Vodicka .......................................

Community Liaison Director
Bill Sowle...........................773-3673

Mastectomy Counselors
Betty Stiff ...........................644-2334
Ruth Anne Sowle ...............773-7648

Newsletter Co-Editors
Zora Walsh .........................773-0346
Ruth Anne Sowle ...............773-7648

Professional Advisors
Somdev Roy, M.D.

21st Annual Into the Light Cancer Awareness Walk
Mark your calendars for our 20th anniversary celebration on September 27, 2019 from 3:00 to 10:00 pm.  

Isabella County Fairgrounds
Teams now forming

Bring your cancer survivor to the “Cancer Survivor Ceremony and Walk”
Luminaries lit the pathway during the entire event

Ccsintothelight.org for more information or call 989-644-2504

Thank you from our clients:
Throughout the year CCS receives many thank you notes from clients that we have 
been able to help. Here are a few of the notes: (all of our clients are confidential so 
names are not included with the notes)
•  “Thank you for all that Community Cancer does for cancer people. I pray 2019 

will be the year they find the cure. Thank you also for the gas card.”
• “Thank you very much for your help.  The extra dollars help.
•  “CCS and Pardee has been a life saver for me and my family. We would like to 

help give back so every year we form a team to come to the walk.  Cancer has been 
difficult.”

• “I never knew there was an organization like CCS until I got cancer.  Thank you.”

On a Personal Note
By Zora Walsh
 Cancer is not kind. It can and does end life at an early age. Unfortunately, my son, 
Joe Walsh, 45, was not able to beat Stage 4 Colon Cancer – it was just too far advanced 
when diagnosed.  My crusade is now to promote the early detection of cancer; to urge 
everyone to listen to their bodies; to see the doctor about unusual changes; to get a 
second opinion, insist on the extra blood tests that can detect cancer in the body.  Until 
a cure is found for cancer, one must be diligent and report changes, learn the warning 
signs of the different kinds of cancer, take action, be our own best survivors. 

“Live United” Award Winner 
 CCS is proud to announce that Jack Goudreau will be receiving one of the coveted 
United Way’s “Live United” awards at the United Way awards program on April 16th at 
the Soaring Eagle. These are awarded to those in our community that make a difference, 
that inspire hope and create opportunities for a better tomorrow through dedicated 
service. Jack has been treasurer of CCS for over four years.  Originally from St. Ignace, 
Jack graduated from Loyola University of Chicago and is now working on his masters 
at CMU. Jack said “looking back at himself as a child growing up in a household 
with a parent who had cancer he realizes how fortunate his family was to have the 
financial means to deal with the situation”.  He takes pride in being involved in a local 
organization, like CCS, that helps relieve the financial stress of this terrible disease on 
patients and their families. Congratulations Jack.

Cancer Can Be Expensive
 We are here to help you! CCS helps to pay mileage reimbursements to and from treat-
ment. This can add up quickly when traveling to Ann Arbor or Detroit for treatments. CCS 
also helps pay for some out of town lodging expenses. In 2018, CCS reimbursed clients for 
over $62,000 for mileage and another $6,900 for Client Travel/Lodging/Special Requests. 
We are your local cancer organization and are here to help you during this stressful time. 
Call Vanda, the Patient Coordinator, for information. All calls and clients are confidential.



Memorials / Luminary Request Form

Yes, I would like to make a tax deductible donation to Community Cancer Services.

Please accept this contribution in the amount of  $  ___________________

In Memory of: _____________________________  or in Honor of:_______________________________                                                     

Your name: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________________                                                         

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:  _______________________________________________________________________  
Send to: Community Cancer Services of Isabella County, PO Box 36, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0036  
An acknowledgement will be sent to the person or family you choose.  Your gift will help fight cancer in a concrete way.                                                                                          

*Please make a luminary in honor of _______________________________________________________
for the “Into the Light” cancer awareness walk this fall.

Nancy Carey Support Group for Women
This amazing group of compassionate women meets the 
last Wednesday of each month to provide friendship, 
information and comfort to those who have had a cancer 
diagnosis recently or in the past.  Women at any stage 
of diagnosis or treatment are welcome to attend.  The 
meetings are informal, upbeat and informational and 
begin at 7:00 pm and are held at Oxford Row/Canterbury 
club house.  Call Giesela Moffitt at 772-1602 for more 
information.

CCS Board of Directors Meetings
The CCS Board of Directors meets the second Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 320 
South Bradley. New and prospective members are invited 
to attend. Call Suzanne Courser at 644-2504 for more 
information. Former board member Amy Bourns had this to 
say about CCS:
“CCS is s a proactive way of doing something that makes a 
huge impact on those inflicted with this relentless disease. 
It has been an awesome experience connecting with new 
friends over a shared passion for a cause while helping 
others and I am so grateful to haven been a part of this.” Dianne Lambert Fleming Honored with 

Eagle Award
Congratulations to Diane Lambert 
Fleming for receiving one of the 
prestigious Chamber of Commerce 
Eagle Awards presented to local 
residents for their dedication to 
helping to make our community a 
better place to live. Diane and her 
husband Richard joined Community 
Cancer Services five years ago when 
Rich’s father was struggling with 
cancer. Dianne has stepped forward to help wherever she 
is needed whether it be for fundraising or recruiting new 
cancer clients. She has been instrumental in helping with 
the annual Into the Light Cancer Awareness Walk. She 
has also been instrumental for coordinating, organizing 
and planning the 2018 Veteran’s Day Concert at Plactha 
Auditorium with the Central Michigan Community Band. 
Thank you Diane.

Cancer Survivor Elizabeth Herron
Here is Cancer Survivor Elizabeth 
Herron modeling her t-shirt for last 
years Into the Light walk: “I fought 
for myself, I walk for my mom 
and all we’ve lost along the way!”  
Elizabeth was a cancer survivor 
speaker at the 2017 Into the Light 
Walk. She is an inspiration for all 
of us, a true a fighter!!!

Important Phone Numbers

Pardee Fund of Isabella County ............................772-6896
Community Cancer Service ..................................772-2524
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“Into the Light” 
Cancer Awareness Walk20th Annual

What a day! Gale force winds, thunder, lightning, 
and at one time hail with a down pouring rain!  The 
weather did not stop our victory celebration walk from 
being a monumental, beautiful event inside the “small 
animal auction arena” at the fairgrounds.  Thanks to 
the dedicated, hardworking and flexible chairpersons 
Deonna Kremsretter, Kay Hauck, Marcy Hosking and Sue 
Courser, they didn’t let a little inclement weather interfere 
with a beautiful celebration.
Thank you to Damon Brown for his very inspirational talk 
about his wife Keisha’s fight with breast cancer. Thanks 
to Dr. Roy for his encouraging words and remarks about 
cancer causes and treatments.  Thanks to Ben Evers for 
singing “We Made it Through the Rain” as we walked 
the survivor lap.  Thanks to “Evolution Five” band 
members for live entertainment. Thanks to Megan Bair 
for face painting, and thank you to all our sponsors and 
contributors and to all the volunteers that helped to make 
it a beautiful day.
It is always heartwarming to see our family, friends and 
neighbors celebrating another year of cancer survivorship, 

holding hands and singing our 
traditional celebration song, “This 
Little Light” and then walking together 
on our luminary lit pathway.  It truly 
hits home that we are survivors and we 
are not alone in this journey.
Thank you for all the teams that 

participated.  Team results were: Nancy Carey Support 
Group $2,100; Mt. Pleasant Lions Club $1,095, Team 
McDonald $690, Blystone &Bailey $595, I-Ride $756; 
Mt. Pleasant Eagles 4463 $650; Isabella Community 
Credit Union $645; Mid-Michigan Hula $625; Rotary 
Club of Mt. Pleasant $400; The Gillespie’s $500.
CCS is very fortunate to have the support of our 
local community, for the many businesses and local 
organizations and schools that believe in us. We couldn’t 
do it without them.
“Into the Light 2019” is now being planned for September 
27th.  If you are interested in helping, please call Suzanne 
at 644-2504.


