
•   Has been helping cancer patients in Isabella 
County since 1982.
•   Is run completely by volunteers and almost 
every penny goes directly to meet patient’s needs.
•   Pays transportation costs in addition to 
medical expenses.
•   Pays for mammograms during National Breast 
Cancer Month for those without adequate health 
insurance.
•   Maintains at the public library a rack of 
current National Cancer Institute booklets on 
many kinds of cancer.
•   Supports the Nancy Carey Support Group for 
women in Mt. Pleasant.
•   Your tax-deductible donations, gifts, 
memorials stay here in Isabella County for 
research, patient support and education.
•   Donates to cancer research at CMU.

CCS Makes a Difference
 in Isabella County

Thank You “Into the Light 
Committee”
CCS would like to thank the Into the Light 

Committee for their continued 
support of our program in 
Isabella County.  These 
dedicated people have been 
instrumental in hosting the Into 
the Light Walk for 13 years 
now and have been a major 

fundrasing source for CCS.  Committee 
members include Sharon and Bob Ebner, Sue 
Richmond, Jane Palmondon, Tressa Doeptker, 
Keith Voekes, Paulette Schieber, Margaret 
Steslicki, Amy Bourns, Mary Kay Price, 
Bruce Smelser, Shary Gaunt, Zora Walsh.  
Thank You!

    CCS is not affiliated with American Cancer Services

 In early April 2006, I received a phone call from my 37 year old 
daughter, Amy, which changed my life forever. “Mom, I found a lump 
in my breast”. I could hear the fear and terror in her voice.  I suggested 
she call her gynecologist. He saw her that morning, and ordered a 
mammogram and made a referral to the breast surgeon. After many 
procedures and test, it was determined she had invasive ductal breast 
cancer.  On April 21, she had a modified radical mastectomy with lymph 
removal.
 Aside from the physical problems were financial burdens. Amy was 
a hair stylist and would not be able to return to work for a long while. 
They applied to and were accepted by the Pardee Fund, which helped 
with medical bills that insurance didn’t cover and Community Cancer 
Services helped pay transportation costs to treatments. She was thrilled 
to know they could get help.
 She began her chemotherapy in Ann Arbor under a clinical trial. She 
received weekly treatments for sixteen weeks and then every other 
week for three months.  In January, 2007 she started her radiation at 
Morey Cancer Center. It was a long difficult road for her but she was 
determined to conquer this for herself, her husband and her 11 year old 
son.
 She met many women and some men plagued with the same disease. 
They were able to help each other with sharing ideas of things that had 
helped them. There was a strong sense of helpfulness and compassion 
between these patients. They were all sharing the battle of their lives.
 Three days after her last radiation treatment, we made a visit to the ER. 
Amy was found to have metastatic liver cancer. She was admitted to 
CMCH and transferred to Ann Arbor the next evening. They did more 
testing and her oncologist met with us Thursday. He told Amy there was 
one more drug he could try if she was willing. She wanted to give it a 
try. They would begin the next morning.
 I stayed with her until 11:30 that evening.  When I returned the next 
morning at 5:30 am, she was almost comatose.
 Our family was planning on being there around noon that day so 
I called and told them to come as soon as possible. I sat with Amy, 
holding her hand, and talking to her. Her oncologist joined me in that 
vigil and was with us when she died at 9:15 that morning. It was one of 
the hardest things I have ever done but I thank God I was able to be with 
my daughter at her death. 

“Amy’s Story”
 by Karen Williamson
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...continued on page 3 (Amy’s Story) Important Phone Numbers
Pardee Fund of Isabella County     772-6896
Community Cancer Services     772-2524
NCI (up-to-date information)     1 
800-4CANCER



National Cancer Institute Booklets available 
CCS has a rack of NCI booklets on all types of cancer at the public library.  
Check it out!  You can also order booklets free of charge at www.cancer.gov/nci.

Nancy Carey Support Group for Women
 This amazing group of compassionate women meets the last Wednesday of 
each month to provide friendship, information and comfort to those who have 
had a cancer diagnosis recently or in the past.  
 Women at any stage of diagnosis or treatment are welcome to attend.  The 
meetings are informal, upbeat and informational and begin at 7:00 pm at 
Canterbury East Apartments office/community room in Mt. Pleasant.
 Call Shirley Wiltse at 773-7565 or Gisela Moffitt at 772-1602 for more 
information.

Current CCS Board Members

President
Harold Cook ..................773-9781

Vice President
Don Bertsh ....................772-1424

Treasurer
Mary Ann McPherson .......772-4673

Service Coordinator
Vanda Barker .................772-2524

Secretary
Deonna Doty .......................828-6903

Publicity
Zora Walsh ....................773-0346

Memorials
Donna Parr ....................772-3925

Historian
Jane Clark ......................773-3596

Board Members
Amy Bourns ..................506-3443
Betty Campbell .............773-9639
Shary Gaunt ..................773-3875
Minde Lux .....................773-3428
Rachel McClintic ..........779-1900
Mary Kay Price .............289-5374
Paulette Schieber ...........588-2089
Ruth Anne Sowle ..........773-7648
Clarence Tuma ..............773-5639

Nancy Carey Support Group
Pam Pfau .......................828-5476
Shirley Wiltse ................773-7565

Community Liaison Director
Bill Sowle......................773-3673

Educational Coordinator
Karen Williamson .........773-5478

Mastectomy Counselors
Betty Stiff ......................644-2334
Ruth Anne Sowle ..........773-7648

Financial Advisor 
Bill Cain ........................772-3929

Newsletter Co-Editors
Zora Walsh ....................773-0346
Ruth Anne Sowle ..........773-7648
Professional Advisors
Sandra Howell, M.D.
Somdev Roy, M.D.

Thank you “Miles for Miracles”
 Once again the amazing students of the schools in Mt. Pleasant have worked 
together on their “Miles for Miracles” cancer campaign and raised over $32,000 
for four cancer organizations. At their celebration assembly at West Intermediate 
in May they presented CCS with a very generous check and CCS is honored 
to be one of the recipients. Thank you students for caring!  Your hard earned 
money will be used to help those in Isabella County with their struggles with 
cancer. 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month - Mammograms Available  
 Early detection is the key to breast cancer survivorship and mammography is 
considered the best method to detect breast cancer. Once again CCS is teaming 
up with Mid-Michigan Radiology to offer mammograms to women (and men) 
without adequate health insurance during October. To schedule an appointment, 
call the CCS Patient Coordinator, Vanda Barker at 772-2524.

Reimbursement for Mileage to Treatment
 Do you need help paying for that extra tank of gas going to and from the 
doctor and treatment? If so, CCS can help you. Call CCS’s Patient Coordinator, 
Vanda Barker at 772-2524 and she will help you with the forms for mileage 
reimbursement.

Need a Tax Deduction – CCS is a good Choice
 When donating to CCS, you know that your money will be spent to help local 
people with cancer.  CCS is a 501-c-3 fully tax deductible organization so all of 
your donations count.  CCS also has an Endowment Fund with the Mt. Pleasant 
Community Foundation and you can claim a partial income tax credit when you 
donate to this fund.

A Salute to Veterans – Veteran’s Day Concert
Presented by Central Michigan Community Band

Sponsored by Krapohl Ford
Sunday, November 6, 2010 – 3:00 PM

Plachta Auditorium, CMU



Into the Light Cancer Awareness Walk 2011
“Lighting the Way for Cancer Survivors”
 Cancer survivors, family, friends and support groups are invited to “celebrate life” 
at a special Cancer Survivors Candle Light Ceremony at 7:00 pm on September 23th.  
A survivor’s walk around a pathway lit by luminaries will follow.  This walk brings 
cancer survivors from our community together to provide hope and encouragement to 
each other and to celebrate life. Please encourage anyone you know who is a cancer 
survivor to participate in this ceremony and walk.  
 The luminaries shining along the pathway are an important and memorable part of 
the event.  They light the way, glowing with the names of loved ones who are cancer 
survivors, who are fighting cancer, and those who have died from cancer.  Anyone 
wishing to make a donation to Community Cancer Services of any amount may 
nominate a name, or names, to be placed on a luminary.  Luminary bags are available 
in advance to anyone who would like to personally decorate it with special messages, 
poems, pictures or any creative decorating idea you may have. Come help us “light the 
way for cancer survivors!” 

 I was diagnosed with ductal 
cancer in situ this June. I have 
had a lumpectomy and am 
undergoing radiation treatment 
now. I am now bonded in a 
special way with Amy and all 
those others with this disease.
 
(Editors Note: during the Christmas 
Season look for Amy’s tree on 
Russell just south of Pickard. Karen 
has invited the community to help 
decorate the tree in honor of her 
daughter and in honor of cancer 
survivors and those that have lost the 
battle.)

 

Memorials / Luminary Request Form
 In the past year, many contributions to honor the memory of friends or family members who have died of cancer have been received by Com-
munity Cancer Services.  These donations and memorials are a positive, meaningful way to remember loved ones and to provide continuing 
support for those still struggling with this relentless disease. CCS memorial envelopes are at all local funeral homes.  Memorial contributions in 
honor of living or deceased cancer patients may also be sent to CCS at the address below.  Even if you or your loved ones have been fortunate 
enough not to have been personally touched by cancer, a tax deductible donation of any amount is desperately needed to help those who 
are fighting cancer.
 
Please accept this contribution in the amount of    $

In Memory of:                                                          or in Honor of:                                                                            

Your name:                                                                Phone                                                              

Address

City, State, Zip  
Send to: Community Cancer Services of Isabella  County, PO Box 36, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0036  
An acknowledgement will be sent to the person or family you choose.  Your gift will help fight cancer in a concrete way.                                                                                          

*Please make a luminary in honor of
for the “Into the Light” cancer awareness walk this fall.

 ...continued from page 1
  (Amy’s Story)
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■  Cancer Survivors Ceremony & Walk 7:00 pm
sponsored by Isabella Bank & Trust. 

• Teams now forming 
• Silent Auction

• Music, games, food, clowns
• Come walk as a survivor, family, 

friend or volunteer
• To order Luminaries in advance, pick up 
Team Packets or for more information call 

773-3875 or 289-5374 
or log onto www.ccsintothelight.org, 

13th ANNUAL 
Into the Light  

Cancer Awareness 
Walking Event

COMMUNITY CANCER SERVICES
OF ISABELLA COUNTY

“YOUR LOCAL CANCER ORGANIZATION”

Island Park 
September 23, 2011
3:00 PM to 10:00 PM


